3o                THE POLAND OF PILSUDSKI
policy of the fait accompli. The advice once given by himself to
his friends to be romantic or idealist in aims, but practical as
regarded the means of realizing them, was in some sort a summary
of the man. Descended from the princely Lithuanian family of
Ginet, he was born on December 5,1867, at Zulow, in the neigh-
bourhood of Vilna (Wilno), his parents being Joseph Pilsudski,
who tried to farm his property and exploit other economic projects
in a scientific manner, but lost money in the effort, and Maria
Pilsudska, nee Billewicz, who had brought her husband the estate
on which they lived. The father was remarkable for the deter-
mination with which he carried out his schemes despite repeated
failures, the mother for her devotion to her family of six sons and
four daughters, in whose hearts she instilled love of Poland and
hatred of Russia, the oppressor.
The boy Joseph came into the world four years after the insur-
rection of 1863, and his early years were deeply shadowed by the
terrible sufferings of the Poles because of that abortive attempt.
In one of his books, Walka rewolucyjna w zaborze rosyjskim (The
Revolutionary Struggle in Russian Poland), he stated that ten
years after the insurrection the dread memory of the tribunals of
the Russian Muravieff, known as the Hangman from the numerous
executions of Poles he ordered, was still so vivid that Polish people
trembled at the sight of a Russian official.
Fire devastated Zulow in 1874, anc* ^ family moved to Vilna,
where Joseph went to school; the Gymnasium he attended was
staffed by Russians, who had nothing but contempt and derision
for all things Polish. Nearing manhood he studied medicine at the
University of Kharkoff, and there he met several Russian revolu-
tionaries. After a year at Kharkoff he returned to Vilna. In 1887
he was arrested on a charge of being involved in an anti-Tsarist
plot, and was sentenced to five years in Siberia. He went back to
Vilna in 1892.
PILSUDSKI AND THE SOCIALISTS
Pilsudski's return from Siberia coincided with the formation of
the Polish Socialist Party. He had become a Socialist, or rather
had adopted Socialism as a means to an end; its chief attraction